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Mr. Donaid t'l. Rasch
Department of Energy
jdahe Operztions Office
850 Energy Jrive

Idaho Falls, D 83401-1583

RE: Resjonse to the DOE’s March 15, 2002 letter conceming the *Existing Inventory™ permit
. defirition as applied to CERCLA wastes located at the INEEL Facility (EPA ID No.
ID4E D0008952) -

Deér Mr. Rz sch:

The Depart nent of Environmental Quality (DEQ) haz reviewed the Department of Energy (DOE)
jetter of Ma ¢h 15, 2002 concerning the application of the term existing inventory to waste in the
Subsurface Disposal Area (SDA) of the Radicactive Waste Management Complex (RWMC) and
other remec iation sites on the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL).

DEQ agree s with the following DOE assertions:

1. The “existing inventory” definition found in the three RWMC-based Hazardous Waste
Mar.agement Act (HWMA) permits applies only 1o the waste managed in the Jransuranic
Sto age Area and not to waste previously disposed in the SDA. The waste in the SDA was
dis} osed prior {o the enaciment of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
anc is therefore subject only to the RCRA/HWMA corrective action requirements. The
cor ective action requirements are being addressed through the 1981 Federal Facilities
Agrzement/Consent Order signed by the DOE, USEPA and the State of Idaho.

2. Thi: waste currently in ‘the SDA is not being “actively managed" under any of the existing
RW MC/HWMA permits.

3. Thire are significant similarities between the waste buried m the SDA and the waste
inv :ntories found in the TSA units.

4, Mz tagement of CERCLA waste in the RWMC HWMA/RCRA permitted units, in accordance

wit1 the existing permit requirements, would be protective of human health and the
enrironment.

5. Th 2 existing RWMC HWMA/RCRA permits will need 1o be modified to allow for the receipt,

stcrage, characterization, and treatment of CERCLA remediation waste in the permitted
unts.

Reczipt o any partially characterized waste not specifically allowed by existing permits will be
subject ic a “yet o be determined” minimum level of characterization prior 1o accsptance (e.g.
compatibi ty, free liauids). Provided such wastes meet the minimum accepiances criteria, it may then
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be possible to accept the subject waste for additional characterization, sdbject to timeframes that
will need to be established in the pemit.

The DEQ is cymmitted to working with the DOE to provide regulatory compliant means for receipt,
characterizatl in, {reatment and/or storage of wasles at the INEEL. If you intend to proceed with
movement of 1on-RCRA wasles to permitted facilities at RWMC, please contact Brian English to
discuss what 2ermit modifications would be necessary.

If you have a1y other quest:ons regarding this matier, you may contact Bob Buﬂock at 208 373-
0502, _
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Brian Monsc )
Hazardous V/aste Prograrn Manager .
Waste Mana jement & Remediation Division
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